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Abstract

The acceptance of rape myths is related to gender equality attitudes, and is
also an “explanatory predictor of the actual perpetration of sexual violence” (Hinck
& Thomas, 1999). This study explores the differences in rape myths acceptance, and
levels of victims and perpetrators blaming between students at the Taiwan Police
College (TPC) and liberal arts undergraduate students at a private university in
Southern Taiwan. This study adopted the Illinois Rape Myth Acceptance (IRMA)
scale to test the acceptance of rape myths by general undergraduates and police

students (N=94; undergraduates N=47 and police students N=47). The subscales of

the research showed: "She asked (SA)" P <0.034, "He didn’t mean that (MT)" P <
0.045, "She wanted (WI)" P<0.021 and “Sexual assault is a deviant behavior (DE)” P

<0.037. There are significant differences in the four aspects of the subscales

between police cadets and undergraduates. The study showed that undergraduates
have a higher acceptance of rape myths than police cadets, and they tend to blame
the victims and adopt a more tolerant attitude or forgive the perpetrators. Police

cadets are less affected by rape myths on some subscales.

Keywords: Rape myth, sexual assault, blame the victims, blame the

perpetrators, police cadets
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Introduction

With the development of the social media platforms, victim-blaming has
gradually become the norm in online public opinions. Driven by the culture that
sexual assault victims are regarded as shameful and sinful and the deliberate
purpose of some people, victim-blaming has become the main component of the
content of public discussions. Victim-blaming articles posted by individuals on social
media platforms contribute to the social acceptance to rape myth.

Rates of sexual assault in Taiwan have increased recently, however the public
may not sympathize with the victims. A high-profile case of a female Malaysian
college student kidnapped, sexually assaulted, and murdered in Tainan on October
28, 2020 triggered widespread criticisms not only about policing, community and
campus safety but also of the victims’ clothing and her walking alone in a dark alley
at night. In addition, Taiwan media even created a new term "corpse picking" to
describe women getting drunk in a bar and later being sexually assaulted by male
friends or strangers while unconscious. The abusive term has become so popular
that the entire Taiwanese society seems to accept the discriminatory comparison
between a drunk woman and a corpse. Social media thrives with negative criticisms
mainly concentrating on female survivors. Examples like, “She shouldn’t have walked
in that dark alley alone at night,” “She shouldn’t have worn the skimpy clothes,” "She
shouldn't have gone to a bar," "She shouldn't have drunk so much! She asked for it,"
and "Getting drunk means wanting to have sex with men." These imply that women
who wear provocative clothes or get drunk or go out alone at night will not have the
general public’s sympathy if they are raped. On the other hand, men doing the same
things never face such hostility. Most people believe that men are prosecuted for

sexual assault only "because they did not give the expected amount of money as
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compensation to the victims.” In addition, Taiwan’s TV talk shows even regard rape
cases as anecdotes, ignoring them as crimes. Therefore, the less the public blames
the perpetrators, the more blame the victims receive. However, blaming victims of
crime is not only in sexual abuse cases but also in other cases.

Sexual violence is a pervasive and destructive force in society and a costly public
health problem that has long-term physical and psychological effects on victims.
Raising the public's awareness of sexual violence and understanding the police's
response to the cases of rape and other sexual offenses are important issues in the
prevention of sexual assault. The police’s acceptance of rape myths and levels of
blaming victims and perpetrators can assess how the police respond to sexual
assault cases, which is also the key to protecting the rights of victims. Instructional
goals of TPC are to provide cadets with the required skills and experience to enforce
laws, investigate crimes, and maintain public safety.

This study explores acceptance of rape myths of TPC cadets and
undergraduates and levels of blaming victims and perpetrators. Then, the research
can help to realize whether the future law enforcement officers will be affected by
gender mainstreaming when investigating cases of sexual violence. It can also serve
as a reference and revision for future curriculums design of gender equality and
women and child protection of TPC.

Finally, it can enhance police knowledge to protect the rights of victims and

promote the concept of gender equality.

Terminologies - Theories ~ and Literature review

Since the 1970s, sociologists in Europe and the United States, have been paying
significant attention to sexual assault and other sexual violence crimes. Even after

two to three decades of social changes, the public still holds stereotypic beliefs



Rape Myth Acceptance to Victim-blaming and Perpetrator-blaming — A Piolet Study of Taiwan

Police College Cadets and University Students

about sexual violence, and their effects on victims and perpetrator blaming (Grubb &
Harrower, 2008; Sleath & Bull, 2010).

Some studies have shown that victim-blaming is a positive correlation with the
Just -World Hypothesis and rape myths, while perpetrator-blaming is negatively
related to acceptance of rape myths and victim-blaming. The study of Johnson, Kuck,
and Schander (as cited in Frese, Moya, & Megias, 2004) found that some
respondents were affected by the rape myths and blamed the victims. The
acceptance of rape myths by respondents in the study ranged from 0.7% to 89%.
Respondents who accepted the rape myths tended to justify the perpetrator rather
than blame the perpetrator. The higher the rape myths are accepted, the higher the
victims of sexual assault are blamed. (Frese et al. 2004; Stromwall, Alfredsson, &
Landstrom, 2013; Van der Bruggen & Grubb, 2014).

Other studies found that the acceptance of rape myths is related to gender
stereotypes (Murray, Spadafore & Mcintosh, 2005; Talbot, Neill, & Rankin, 2010).
Koppelaar, Lange, & Van de Velde (1997) explored that the stronger the gender
stereotype is, the greater the blaming of the victim and the lesser the blaming of the
offender (Chen 1990; Cheng, 2016; Koppelaar, Lange, & Van de Velde ,1997; Wu,
2017). Male respondents were more accepting of rape myths than female
respondents, and more victim-blaming of sexual assault (Cheng, 2016; Wu, 2017;
Sleath, & Bull, 2012; Talbot, et.al.,2010; Spadafore & Mcintosh, 2005). Other
researchers believed that there was no significant relationship between victim blame
and gender (Rye, Greatrix & Enright, 2006).

However, Felson & Palmore (2018) noted that victims of sexual assault are
actually not blamed more than victims of other types of crimes. In sexual assault and

homicide cases, people tend to indirectly blame the victim rather than directly
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blame the victim.

Lonsway, Welch, & Fitzgerald (2001) argued that the police are often regarded
as the key to the response of victims of sexual violence. Edward & MacLeod (1999)
pointed out that the police's response to victims of sexual violence is based on his or
her personal perceptions of sexual assault. The police’s expressed skepticism
towards victims in investigating sexual violence cases is related to the officer's
gender stereotypes, which has been deeply rooted in many aspects of the criminal
justice system (Sleath & Bull, 2012). These personal perceptions might reflect police
culture, race, gender stereotypes, and patriarchal culture (Loftus, 2008; Schuller &
Stewart, 2000).

The research by Page (2008) has shown that 65% of police officers disagreed
with the myth that in most rape cases the victims are promiscuous or have bad
reputations. In addition, 20% of police believed that women who dress provocatively
are asking for sex. It indicated that most police officers may not accept rape myths,
but a few police officers accept rape myths similar to those of the general public.
The study also explored the reasons for the dark figure of sexual assault cases which
is that some victims fear unfair treatment by police and secondary victimization
(Page, 2008; Sleath & Bull, 2012).

To understand why the public believes the rape myths and blames the victim of
sexual assault, western sociologists proposed that the theories of rape myths
acceptance and victim and perpetrator-blaming are related to the Just World
Hypothesis, Attribution Theory, Defensive Attribution, Invulnerability Theory,
Neutralization Theory, and Shared Responsibilities which include Victim Facilitation,
Victim Precipitation, and Victim Provocation. These theories have a direct or indirect

impact on the forming of social and cultural rape myths that lead to victim-blaming.

1. Rape Myths
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The concept of rape myths was first proposed by sociologists (such as
Schwendinger) and feminists (such as Brownmiller) in the 1970s. They described a
series of complex cultural beliefs that support men rape women and then blame and
attribute the incident to the victim. Burt (1980) defined the myth of rape as
"prejudices, stereotypes, or false beliefs about sexual assault, victims, and
perpetrators" (Cheng, 2016; Huang, 2014; Wu, 2017). Common examples of rape
myths are: “She just shouldn’t get drunk at all because it makes you more vulnerable
to sexual assault.” Rape happens only to “certain” types of women. A general belief
is that victims of sexual assault are at least partially responsible for the crime. (Wu,
2017; Huang, 2014, Chen, 1994). Brownmiller proposed in 1975 that society portrays
victims of sexual assault as atypical women, and rationalizes male sexual assault
behaviors, resulting in a culture of acceptance of sexual violence in society. Other
scholars also explained that the characteristics of "rape myth" not only blame the
female victims but also reduce rational discussion of sexual assault and offenders.
The "Rape myths" also make an impact on the general public and become a part of
life. (Chen, 1994; Edwards et al., 2011; Huang, 2014, Wu, 2017).

2. Gender Stereotype

According to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), a
gender stereotype "is a generalized view or preconception about attributes or
characteristics that are or ought to be possessed by women and men or the roles
that are or should be performed by men and women".

3. Just-World Hypothesis

The most famous theory for explaining the concept of “victim-blaming” is
“Just-World Hypothesis” (Bruggen & Grubb, 2014; Srtromwall, 2013; The Canadian

Resource Center for Victims of Crime, 2009.)
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Belief in a just world (BJW) refers to a belief that people assume the world is
completely fair and people get what they deserve. Disasters will never fall on people
without a reason. If they are doing well, they will never suffer misfortune. There is a
saying, "goodness will have its good reward, evil has its retribution." However, when
a person suffers some tragedy or misfortune, it challenges people's trust in the
world, just like unpleasant thoughts which are "the world is not safe" or "good
people have bad things happening". Through changing their perception of the victim,
people have maintained their BJW. Therefore, the victim's misfortune is attributed
to his/her fault, and the victim should get his/her fate. By blaming the victims,
people ensure and reinforce the belief that “bad things don’t happen to good
people” or themselves and uphold BJW and enhance their security (Bruggen &
Grubb, 2014; Stromwall, 2013; The Canadian Resource Center for Victim of Crime,
2009). Stromwall (2013) stated that people who have a higher level of BJW, place
less blame on perpetrators and a higher responsibility on the victims. It showed that
the theory of a just world is supported because BJW predicts the responsibility of
victims and offenders (Bruggen & Grubb, 2014; Stromwall, 2013; The Canadian
Resource Center for Victim of Crime, 2009), and this study also showed that
individual BJW levels can influence people's perceptions of behavior and misfortune
(Stromwall, 2013). But there were also findings that contradict the results previously
reported in the research. According to Culda et al. (2018) victim-blaming is not more
often elicited by those who believe that the world is a just place.

4. Attribution Theory

Heider's "Attribution Theory" (1958) also affected the perceptions of victim and
perpetrator-blaming. Attribution refers to the behavior of a person who observes
himself or others in life and explains, reasons, controls and predicts the causality of
events. Through attribution, people can not only understand the observed behaviors

and causes of events, but also build and understand the world in which they live.
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Therefore, attribution profoundly affects the way people interact with others, with
society, and with the world.

Heider's Attribution Theory is divided into two types of attribution: internal
attribution (also known as personal attribution) and external attribution (also known
as situational attribution). Internal attribution refers to the attribution of personal
factors that result in the cause of an event or behavior, such as personalities, abilities,
and attitudes. External attribution focuses on circumstantial factors that contribute
to the cause of an event or behavior, such as other people's behaviors, social
pressure, luck, and environmental factors (The Canadian Resource Centre for Victims
of Crime, 2009).

5. Defensive attribution

The notion of Defensive Attribution originated from the Freudian concept of
psychological defense with the Attribution Theory of Fritz Heider (Weiner, 2010).
Defensive Attribution is an interpretation of behavior that helps defend an
individual's beliefs about self, others, and the world. When a person
over-emphasizes his/her own characteristics and neglects environmental factors,
attribution errors occur, and the victim is blamed. When interpreting and judging
another person's behavior, people tend toward internal attribution. They blame the
behavior of others on the characteristics of that person rather than the contextual
factors. Those who make this mistake believe that the victim must be partly
responsible for what is happening to them. Instead, when interpreting their own
behavior, they attribute failure to situations rather than personal characteristics and
attribute their success to their personal characteristics.

Due to defensive attribution, it can be psychologically comforting for those who

have a positive attitude towards themselves and mitigate their guilt. This makes
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people feel safe, believe that the world is just, and those who have suffered from
misfortunes should deal with their own faults, and take responsibility for them.

Defensive attribution often leads to prejudice and inaccurate views of oneself,
others, and the world around them. In addition, it leads to failure, unfair treatment
of others, prejudice, and interpersonal and intergroup conflicts (Felson &Palmore,
2018; Vyinckier, 2012; The Canadian Resource Center for Victim of Crime, 2009).

The Bruggen & Grubb (2014) study explored that women less than men show a
tendency to blame female victims of sexual violence. It indicated that individuals
who have the similarities of the victim will remind themselves of the possibility of
victimization, and not blame the victim (Bruggen & Grubb, 2014; Karman, 2015).

6. Invulnerability Theory

For most people, controlling their lives and bodies is a way of looking for a
sense of safety. When people think that their safety is beyond their control, they feel
despair and anxiety. Therefore, the beliefs of "I will not get hurt," "I have the ability
to avoid a tragedy," “it can’t happen to me,” and "outcomes are the result of one's
own actions" will be created. People believe that as long as they act carefully and are
a good person, misfortune can be prevented. However, victims of sexual assault
constantly remind people of how vulnerable they are. The perceptions of
invulnerability will underestimate the possibility of crime and the experience of
negative events (Harris & Valentiner, 2002).

7. Neutralization Theory

In the late 1950s, Gresham Skyes and David Matza agreed with Sutherland's
Differential Association Theory that criminal behaviors are learned from social
interactions (Lilly, 2019), but the difference from Sutherland's was that juvenile
delinquents learn more about criminal attitudes and valuable criminal means
through social interactions. Furthermore, Skyes and Matza modified Sutherland's

Differential Association Theory and proposed the Neutralization Theory. They
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believed that most middle-class juvenile delinquents complied with conventional
norms most of the time, but when committing certain crimes, they rationalized their
behavior by developing excuses or techniques of neutralization to neutralize morals
within themselves and to avoid being punished. One of Sykes and Matza's
techniques of neutralization related to victim-blaming is denial of the victim. Young
people believe that there is nothing wrong with their deviant behavior. The victim
deserves it (Cai & Yang, 2019; Lilly, 2019; Xu, 2018; Wu, 2017).

8. Shared Responsibility: Victim Facilitation, Victim Precipitation, and Victim

Provocation

The other theory of victim-blaming is Shared Responsibility which includes
victim facilitation, victim precipitation, and victim provocation, and refers to the
victim as responsible for his or her own victimization (Karman, 2015).

Victim facilitation is defined as criminals committing crimes due to a victim’s
negligence or carelessness, so victims contribute to their own suffering. Another
victim-blaming theory is "victim precipitation". Han Von Hentig (1940) pioneered
the victim perception model and it was further elaborated by Wolfgang (1985), Amir
(1967), and others. Amir further applied this view to a study of 646 rape victims, and
found that a large number of victims failed to accurately express their dissent of the
act, and identified the phenomenon of victim-blaming on the part of the victim's
precipitation (Karmen, 2015).

The theory which led to a great controversy had allowed rapists to find
reasonable excuses to justify their actions, and made the public tend to believe that
everyone is responsible for their victimization. In fact, "victim precipitation" has led
scholars to worry about ignoring the circumstances in which crimes occur, distorting

society's expectations of gender, and obscuring the environmental factors that lead

11
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to sexual assault (Hart, et.al., 2007; Karmen, 2015; Petherick, 2017; Vynckier, 2012).
Victim provocation is when a reasonable person is irritated or instigated by
some behavior of others, and temporarily loses their self-control to commit a crime.
For example, a woman killed the rapist who was trying to proceed to sexually assault

her. In this situation, the victim and the perpetrator's role exchanged in a crime.
Therefore, the "victim" takes more responsibility than the "offender" (Matlock, 2013;
Karmen, 2015).

Mendelsohn was one of the founders of victim typology, which also contributed
to victim-blaming (Zur, 1995). Considering victims’ characteristics, the relationship
between victims and offenders, and victims’ attitudes toward the circumstances of
crime, Mendelsohn created the typology of five types of victims. (1).
“Totally/Completely Innocent Victims”: victims who could not predict or prevent the
crime and were at the crime scene when the crime took place. They are regarded as
victims who are innocent and not responsible for the crime. (2). “Victims with Minor
Guilt”: victims who are aware of the expected danger and may have predicted or
prevented the crime and strove to minimize their victimization. They are held
partially responsible for the crime. (3). “Victims Who Shared Equal Responsibility
with The Perpetrators” types of victims who are conscious of and choose to
participate in the crime. Therefore, they are as guilty as the perpetrators of the
crime and should be held accountable for their own suffering. (4). “Victims who Are
Slightly Guiltier than The Offender”: people transited from victims to perpetrators in
the crime. (5). “Victims Exclusively Responsible for Their Victimization”: people who
precipitated or triggered the crime. As a consequence, the victim should take full
responsibility. In these cases, the offenders’ behaviors are usually regarded as
self-defense. A research has found that both the public and the offenders believe
that the perpetrator is less responsible for the crime than the victim (Zur, 1995).

Mendelsohn’s typology has deepened the public belief of victim-blaming.

12
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Through victim-blaming, society indirectly encouraged desensitization to sexual
assault, and acceptance of violence against women. In the judicial process, lawyers
defend guilty criminals by constantly focusing on the victims' negative personal
characteristics and the way they live. Judges and jurors often send the message
related to their internal motivations and gender stereotypes in the courtroom
(Karman, 2015; Matlock, 2013).

The process of the judiciary system leads to the “secondary victimization” of
survivors. All of the words of defense attorneys, judges and jurors in the court may
help to "obscure perpetrators, minimize their criminal behaviors, and support
blaming victims" (Matlock, 2013). Inappropriate criminal responsibility, without
surveillance and a punishment system, desensitizes criminals not to feel guilty,
shameful, remorseful, or immoral, so perpetrators will continue their criminal
behaviors (Karman, 2015; Matlock, 2013). It proves that this will be (1) an incentive
for reasonable loss of their self-control and (2) minimizing their criminal motives.

Hence, the level of acceptance of rape myths of police officers is the key to
understanding the feelings and situations of all survivors of sexual violence and
protecting the victims' judicial rights. Therefore, this study hopes to explore the
differences between police cadets and university students in accepting rape myths,
and to understand whether police cadets who will respond to sexual assault cases in

the future will be affected by rape myths and blaming victims.

Method

Participants
The data gathered from previous rape myths research of Taiwan academics is

mostly from junior high school students, undergraduates, or prisoners who were

13
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convicted of rape while police cadets are rarely investigated. Therefore, this study
examined 50 TPC cadets and 50 undergraduate students from a college in Southern

Taiwan. A total of 100 participants who are 18 years and older were surveyed.
Material

The questionnaire of the study was conducted by lllinois Rape Myth
Acceptance Scale (IRMA) (Payne et al., 1999). IRMA that measures the perception of
rape myth acceptance was developed and published by Payne et al. in 1999. Data
gathering is based on 604 undergraduates from Midwestern University in the United
States. It Includes 40 items and 7 subscales related to rape myths. The respondents
are asked to level their feelings about women and sexual assault and evaluate
different types of female rape myths.

IRMA is A 7-point Likert scale, anchored by 1 (not at all agree) and 7 (very much
agree). Subscales are: "She asked for" (SA), "It wasn’t really rape" (NR), "He didn't
mean to" (MT), "She wanted" (WI), "She lied" (LI), Rape is a trivial event (TE), and
“Rape is a deviant event” (DE). The total score is obtained by summing up the score
for each of the 40 items. The higher the score, the higher acceptance of the rape
myth.

A variety of demographic items were collected including gender, age,
relationship status, sexual experience, and self-reported being sexually assaulted, or
knowing someone sexually assaulted.

Reliability of Questionnaire

IRMA is widely used to evaluate the acceptance of rape myths. According to
Sleath (2012), the a coefficient is 0.96, which is a reliable measure for measuring the
acceptance of rape myths. In this study, the internal consistency of each subscale
was tested by Cronbach's Alpha coefficient. The higher the coefficient, the higher

consistency of each subscale. Table 1 shows that Cronbach’s Alpha coefficient of this

14
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study is .954.

Table 1 Cronbach’s Alpha Coefficient of lllinois Rape Myth Acceptance (IRMA) Scale

subscale Item Cronbach’s Alpha
Coefficient

"She asked for" (SA ) 0.858
1615192532
3639

"It wasn’t really rape" 0.815
12~18~21-24~ 34~

(NR)

"He didn't mean to" 22030~ 38 - 40 0.679

(MT)

"She wanted" (WI) 0.904
3-8+11+17+23-

"She lied" (LI) 0.866
5~7~16~31"33

“Rape is a trivial event” 0.771
14 ~26~29 3637~

(TE)

“Rape is a deviant event 0.774
9~10~13-~22~27"

(DE)
28 ~ 35

the reliability of IRMA 0.954

Procedure

The survey was conducted from April 15, 2020, to May 25, 2020. Participants
respond to 40 items. The cadets of TPC answered freely in the class taught by the
researcher. The procedure is the same for the participatory part of university
students in Southern Taiwan. A total of 6 surveys (3 of police cadets and 3 of
undergraduates) were discarded during data cleaning. All valid questionnaires are

47 x 2, 94 in total.
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Data analyses

All data was carefully cleaned. The data was coded and put into the computer
one by one. The statistical package software IBM SPSS statistics 22was used for data
analysis. The relevant statistical methods are explained as follows:

1. Descriptive statistics (Frequency Distribution): Descriptive statistics were run
as well as correlations among the variables such as frequency distribution,
percentage, average, and other frequency analysis.

2. Reliability: Reliability (internal consistency) was estimated by calculating
Cronbach’s Alpha coefficient for items and subscales. The higher the coefficient, the
higher consistency of each item and subscale (See Table 1).

3. Two-Tailed Test: a two-tail t-test was conducted to review whether significant

differences existed among the two groups for rape myth acceptance.

Results

Demographic Characteristics

The demographic characteristics of the participants in this study, gender, age,
relationship status, sexual experience, and sexual assault issues, such as
self-reported or knowing someone has been sexually assaulted, are separately
investigated (See Table 2 for descriptive statistics).

Among the 94 participants, 30.9% of respondents (N=29) were female. 69.1%
(N=65) of respondents were male. The average age of students was 20, the youngest
was 19, and the oldest was 25.

The data shows that 36.2% of the respondents had stable relationships, and
63.8% were single. 39.4% of respondents had sexual intercourse, which is lower than

83% of American undergraduates (Xue, et.al., 2019).
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No students self-reported being sexually assaulted. Only 9.6% (9 male students)
reported that they knew the victim who was their acquaintance and had
experienced sexual assault. Compared with the 54.1% of the sexual assaults are

reported rate of American college students it is much lower (Xue, et.al., 2019).

Table 2 Demographic characteristic of Respondents (N=94)

Gender Number Percentage Cumulative
Percentage

1. Male 65 69.1 69.1
2. Female 29 30.9 100.0
Age Minimum maximum Mean SD

94 19.00 25.00 20.7234  1.62907
1. 21.0638  1.48037
Undergraduates 20.3830 1.71380
2. police cades
Have a
relationship
1. Yes 34 36.2 36.2
2. No 60 63.8 100.0
Sexual
experience
1. Yes 37 39.4 39.4
2. No 57 60.6 100.0
Someone
sexually
assaulted
1. Know 9 9.6 9.6
2. Don’tknow 85 90.4 100.0
Self-report
sexually
assaulted
1. Yes 0 0 0
2. No 94 100.0 100.0

17
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Table 3 The percentage of responses for each items

Ist:'::a'esl (1n(0/:) A% 3% AB) 5% 60 T(%)
atall (very
agree) much

agree)

She

asked for

it (SA)

If a woman is 9.5 5.3 9.5 16.8 242 13.7 211

raped while she is
drunk, she is at
least somewhat
responsible for
letting things get
out of control.

A woman who 16.8 16.8 126 24.2 126 6.3 10.5
“teases” men

deserves

anything that

might happen.

When womengo 284 126 116 158 116 6.3 13.7
to parties

wearing slutty

clothes, they are

asking

for.trouble.

If awoman goes 16.8 6.3 8.4 20 158 13.7 18.9
home with a man

she doesn't

know, it is her

own fault if she is

raped.

When a woman 9.5 105 53 221 105 158 26.3
is a sexual tease,
eventually she is

18



Rape Myth Acceptance to Victim-blaming and Perpetrator-blaming — A Piolet Study of Taiwan

Police College Cadets and University Students

going to get into
trouble.

When womenare 24.2 116 221 116 116 6.3
raped, it's often

because the way

they said “no”

was ambiguous.

A woman who 28.4 15.8 9.5 15.8 7.4 8.4
dresses in

skimpy clothes

should not be

surprised if a

man tries to force

her to have sex.

12.6

14.7

A woman who 137 211 179 105 116 84
goes to the home

or apartment of a

man on the first

date is implying

that she wants to

have sex.

It wasn’t really

rape.(NR)

If a woman 31.6 25.3 11.6 10.5 5.3 8.4
doesn’t

physically fight

back - you can’t

really say that it
was rape.

15.8

7.4

A rape didn’t 37.9 26.3 15.8 10.5 53 2.1
happen if the

woman has no

bruises or marks.

If the rapist 68.4 16.8 3.2 1.1 2.1 2.1
doesn't have a

weapon, you

really can*t call it

2.1

5.3

19
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rape

If a woman 379 179 95 7.4
doesn'’t

physically resist

sex—even when

protesting

verbally—it really

can't be

considered rape.

If a woman 558 126 116 6.3
claims to have

been raped but

has no bruises or

scrapes, she

probably

shouldn’t be

taken too

seriously.

12.6

4.2

6.3

2.1

8.4

7.4

He didn’t mean

to (MT)

When men rape, 6.3 2.1 10.5 8.4
it is because of

their strong

desire for sex.

Rapists are 16.8 9.5 15.8 13.7
usually sexually

frustrated

individuals.

15.8

17.9

23.2

9.5

33.7

16.8

Rape happens 6.3 2.1 7.4 7.4
when a man’s

sex drive gets out

of control.

Men don’t usually 2.1 5.3 7.4 16.8
intend to force

sex on a woman,

but sometimes

they get too

sexually carried

away.

20

253

20

24.2

36.8

18.9

When a man is 8.4 13.7 95 14.7

20

18.9

15.8

17.9
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very sexually
aroused, he may
not even realize
that the woman is
resisting.

She wanted it

(w1)

Although most 34.7 17.9 11.6 17.9 5.3 3.2 8.4
women wouldn’t

admit it, they

generally find

being physically

forced into sex a

real “turn-on.”

Many women 284 242 147 95 8.4 4.2 10.5
secretly desire to

be raped

Many women find 253 242 116 105 116 95 74
being forced to

have sex very

arousing.

Some women 263 20 20 9.5 7.4 6.3 10.5
prefer to have

sex forced on

them so they

don't have to feel

guilty about it.

Many women 14.7 13.7 179 126 147 116 147
actually enjoy

sex after the guy

uses a little force.

She lied (LI)

Women whoare 105 16.8 10.5 189 12,6 158 13.7
caught having an

illicit affair

sometimes claim

that it was rape.

Many so-called 9.5 126 158 253 126 53 18.9
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rape victims are
actually women
who had sex and
"changed their
minds”
afterwards.

Rape 10.5 16.8 9.5 15.8 15.8 105 211
accusations are

often used as a

way of getting

back at men.

A lot of women 126 116 221 158 84 15.8 13.7
lead a man on

and then they cry

rape

A lot of times, 20 23.2 14.7 15.8 95 8.4 6.3
women who

claim they were

raped just have

emotional

problems.

Rape is a trivial

event (TE)

If a woman is 20 211 8.4 189 147 53 11.6
willing to “make

out” with a guy,

then it's no big

deal if he goes a

little farther and

has sex

Rapeisn'tasbig 358 179 126 116 5.3 74 84
a problem as

some feminists

would like people

to believe.

Being raped isn’t 53.7 179 13.7 6.3 1.1 42 3.2
as bad as being

mugged and

beaten.

Women tend to 189 158 7.4 17.9 13.7 13.7 126
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exaggerate how
much rape
affects them.

If awomanisn'ta 589 147 95 6.3 3.2 1.1 53
virgin, then it

shouldn’t be a big

deal if her date

forces her to

have sex.

Rape is a

deviant event

(DE)

Rape mainly 189 126 20 189 84 9.5 116
occurs on the

“bad” side of

town.

Usually, itisonly 326 158 137 13.7 126 21 84
women who do

things like hang

out in bars and

sleep around that

are raped.

Men from nice 526 179 126 6.3 21 0 8.4
middle-class

homes almost

never rape

Itisusuallyonly 221 274 179 126 7.4 84 42
women who

dress

suggestively that

are raped.

Rape is unlikely 67.4 126 4.2 53 53 21 32
to happen in the

woman’s own

familiar

neighborhood.

In reality, women 45.3 179 11.6 158 4.2 4.2 1.1
are almost never
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raped by their
boyfriends.

Rape almost 526 232 116 4.2 2.1 4.2 2.1
never happens

in the woman’s
own home.

The difference of rape myths acceptance between police cades and
undergraduates

A t-test was conducted to test the acceptance of rape myth between the two
groups. The results (see Table 4) reveal that there are differences between the two
groups of participants in certain types of rape myths acceptance, such as
emphasizing the intentional sexual innuendo of a victim of sexual assault (subscales
are "She asked for"(SA) and "She wanted"(WI), and desensitizing the perpetrator's
behavior (subscales are "He didn't mean to" and “Rape is a trivial event”).

The subscale of SA, item "When a woman is a sexual tease, eventually she is
going to get into trouble" indicates that the police cadets reported an average
response of the item be in which 4.2766, while that of undergraduates was 5.0833.
The P-value <0.034 is statistically significant.

Iltem "When women are sexually assaulted, it is often because the way they said
"no" was ambiguous" presents that the average response of police cadets reported
3.0213. On the other hand, the average response of undergraduates was 3.8542.
The P-value <0.045 is statistically significant.

In the "He didn't mean it" (MT) subscale, item "Men usually do not intend to
force sex on a girl, but sometimes they get too sexually carried away" shows that
the average response of police cadets was 4.7021 whereas the average response of
undergraduates was 5.4167. The P-value <0.021 is statistically significant.

In the WI subscale, item "Some women prefer to have sex forced on them so
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they don't have to feel guilty about it" suggests that the average response of police
cadets was 2.7234, yet the average response of undergraduates was 3.5208, and
P-value <0.049 is statistically significant.

In the subscale " Rape is a trivial event " (TE), item "In reality, women are
almost never raped by their boyfriends", the mean value of undergraduates is
2.6458, which indicates higher than police cadets’ 1.9787, P-value <0.037 (See Table

4 for details).

Table 4 Mean, F-values, T-values, P-values of police cades and undergraduates

Variable Group Mean F-values | T-values | P-values

/ Item P<.05

"She asked | undergraduates | 5.0833 0.099 2.148 0.034*
for" (SA) /
Iltem police cades 4.2766
"When a
womanis a
sexual
tease,
eventually
she is going
into
trouble"

"She asked | undergraduates | 3.8542 0.037 2.032 0.045%*
for" (SA) /
Iltem police cades 3.0213
“When

women are

sexually
assaulted,
it is often
because

the way
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they said
"no" was
ambiguous"

"He didn't
mean to"
(MT) /
Iltem

"Men
usually do
not intend
to force sex
ona
woman,
but
sometimes
they get
too sexually
carried
away"

undergraduates

5.4167

0.34

police cades

4.7021

2.351

0.021*

"She
wanted"
(wi) /

Iltem "Some
women
prefer to
have sex
forced on
them so
they don't
have to feel
guilty about
it"

undergraduates

3.5208

2.003

police cades

2.7234

1.996

0.049*

“Rapeis a
trivial
event” (TE)
/

Iltem
reality,
women are
almost

|||n

undergraduates

2.6458

6.505

police cades

1.9787

2.12

0.037*
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never
raped by
their
boyfriends"

Discussion

This study has demonstrated that there are differences in rape myths
acceptance between the two groups of participants in the SA, WI, MT, TE of
subscales.

The SA subscale reflects the perception that the victim’s behavior increases the
risk of being a victim of sexual assault, that is, the victim makes things happen, at
least to some extent. Obviously, this is undoubtedly victim-blaming. The victims
should be responsible for their victimizations. Police cadets show that they are less
affected by rape myths than undergraduates. The result also concurs with
Attribution Theory and Defensive Attribution Theory. In general, undergraduates
may contribute to victims of sexual assault through internal attribution and judge
the characteristics of the victim rather than circumstantial factors, further holding
the false belief of victim-blaming.

In addition, this part of the result is also consistent with the theory of Victim
Precipitation, and reflects the belief that the victim's behavior leads to sexual assault
(Karmen, 2015; McMahon & Farmer, 2011). The results indicate that most
undergraduates believe that sexual assault is triggered by the victim’s behavior. They
believe the world as just--- "good is rewarded with good, evil is rewarded with evil".
When a sexual assault occurs, undergraduates tend to uphold their belief in a just
world by blaming the victim (Culda, et al, 2018). Moreover, believing the

"Invulnerability Theory", undergraduates use the self-hypnosis of "no tragedy will

27



R 10.29751/JRDP.202106_13(1).0001

I

happen to me" and "I can protect myself" to relieve the anxiety caused by the
tragedy or disaster. Strengthening the victim's responsibility, they enhance their false
sense of security. (Harris & Valentiner, 2002).

The subscale "He didn’t mean to (MT)" reflects people's belief in an
unintentional sexual assault by the perpetrator. Some college participants believed
that "sexual assault can happen unintentionally". Such a belief denies the
perpetrator's criminal act and makes excuses for the perpetrator (McMahon &
Farmer, 2011). College participants also suppose that "sex is an uncontrollable
impulse” in order to rationalize the perpetrator's behavior, which is consistent with
the denial of responsibility in the techniques of neutralization theory.

These two aspects of SA and MT reflect that the undergraduates assume that
sexual assault may have occurred accidentally or unintentionally, or is considered to
be an expected behavior so that the perpetrator's responsibility to the victim is less
than the victim’s own responsibility (Zur, 1995). In this situation, college participants
consider that male perpetrators should not be held fully accountable for their
actions, which is also consistent with the acceptance of rape myths. In other words,
the victim of sexual assault is the result of her own behavior, which justifies the
perpetrator’s behavior (McMahon & Farmer, 2011).

The “she wanted (WI)" subscale consists of the item "some women prefer to
have sex forced on them so they don't have to feel guilty about it” It reveals the
belief of collage participants that the victim should take responsibility for the rape,
and the perpetrator can desensitize his behavior (Zur, 1995).

In the Wl and TE subscales, the results indicate that most undergraduates are
affected by rape myths. They believe that women like to be forced to have sex, and
women have almost never been sexually assaulted by their boyfriends.

Most university participants suppose that it doesn't matter even if one party

doesn't give their full consent to engage in sexual activity, because both parties
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enjoyed it. In other words, the more a person accepts the rape myth, the stricter the
definition of rape. In this way, men usually do not regard sexual violence between
intimate partners as a sexual assault (Hink, & Thomas, 1999). This finding is also
consistent with the denial of responsibility in the techniques of Neutralization
Theory. Obviously, it appears that university participants' personal misinformation
about sex, intimacy, and communication skills strengthens rape myths acceptance

and also affects their perception of date rape.

Conclusion and Suggestion

This study has shown the different levels of rape myths acceptance between
police cadets and undergraduates in certain subscales. For example, SA, WI, MT, TE.

First, police cadets are less affected by rape myths than undergraduates. In the
future, while responding to sexual assault cases, police cadets may be less likely to
affect their investigation, blame the victims, and be lenient with perpetrators. At this
point, it only can be hypothesized.

Second, the acceptance of rape myths by undergraduate students is higher than
that of police cadets, which is in accord with the "Justice World Theory", the
"Invincibility Theory", the "Attribution Theory", the "Defensive Attribution Theory”,
the “Shared Responsible Theory”, and the " Denial of Responsibility" in the
techniques of the "Neutralization Theory."

Third, the findings also suggest that social patterns have changes, some parts of
the rape myths have become less and less acceptable to young people, but some
false beliefs and stereotypes about sexual violence still influence the response of
individuals and communities to rape victims.

With regard to sex education for undergraduates, sex-role stereotypes, and
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rape myths, there is still much to be done. In the stages of learning development,
students are particularly affected by gender stereotypes and the culture of sexual
violence. From K to undergraduates, comprehensive sex education and sexual
violence prevention programs should also be a part of the school curriculum.
Furthermore, community intervention lectures and workshops on gender norms and
attitudes should be held for the public. It will not only raise people’s understanding
of rape myths and gender awareness but also change the public’s attitudes towards
traditional gender norms and sexual violence.

Fourth, the level of rape myths acceptance of Police cades is lower than the
level of undergraduates because they have received special training on facing gender
equality issues and cases of intimate partner violence and sexual assaults. At this
point, a sex education curriculum and prevention programs can help to improve the
knowledge of rape myths and awareness of gender equality, and thus result in the

reduction of the belief in rape myths and victim-blaming.

Limitations

This study is a pilot study on the level of rape myths acceptance between police
cadets and undergraduates. The limitations of the research lie in the uneven number
of male and female participants.

The reason is that female police trainees only account for 0.1% of the TPC,
which imposes certain restrictions on sampling.

Samples of future research may include cadets and special class cadets of the
TPC in order to balance the male-female ratios of sampling. In addition, the
researcher may put in more variables such as gender, family background and other
aspects in the context of research.

In addition, the study used the lllinois Rape Myth Acceptance (IRMA) scale

developed by American scholars to examine the acceptance of rape myths. Due to
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cultural differences, the way of expression about sexuality in the questionnaire is
different from that in our society. In future research, the terminology of the scale

can be modified to adapt to our culture and society.
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ABSTRACT

The motivation and purpose of this study was to explore the
impact of gaming cybercriminal motivation on mobile games
involvement for upgraders of primary school. Moreover, the mediating
effects of self-learning effectiveness and perceived family support
between mobile games involvement and cybercriminal motivation
were examined. In the study, a scale measurement was conducted,
and the sixth grade students of the public primary schools were
selected as the research samples by using purposive sampling. Totally,
400 students in Taichung city were chosen and 95% samples were
returned and 380 samples were considered validly. The SPSS statistical
software and Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) were also used to
analyze the data and verify the significance of various variables and
examine the mediating effects of perceived family support and
self-learning effectiveness. The results indicate that mobile games
involvement is negatively associated with self-learning. Secondly,
mobile games involvement is negatively associated with perceived
family support. Thirdly, perceived family support is positively
associated with self-learning effectiveness. Finally, the mediating of
self-learning effectiveness between mobile games involvement and

perceived family support was also supported and confirmed.
Keywords: Criminal Motivation, Mediating Effects, Mobile

Games Involvement, Perceived Family Support, Self-learning
Effectiveness, Upgraders of Primary School
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Abstract

School bullying occurs frequently in recent years. School social workers are
highly expected to prevent and reduce bullying. This study aims to answer three
questions: (1) What are the role of school social workers when dealing with bullying
cases? (2) What are the problems they face? (3) How do they build up teamwork
when dealing with bullying cases? This study conducted a qualitative research by
interviewing 6 school social workers in Taipei City and New Taipei City to answer the
research questions. Hopefully, this study could provide school social workers with
multiple ideas and creativity to deal with bullying, and help them integrate into
school team so as to build a friendly campus. This study found that these social
workers faced the following situation. First, it’s difficult to identify types of bullying.
Second, most of schools have doubts about reporting bullying and there is no
proactive investigation; therefore the real number of school bullying cases may be
underestimated. Third, school social workers would play the roles of consultation,
direct services, advocates, communication coordinators, resource integrators,
supervisors, and placeholders. This study suggested that (1) Strengthen
communication between school and social workers to build up teamwork; (2)
Improve the functional roles and tasks of school social workers in dealing with
bullying incidents; (3) Strengthen the professional skills to solve school bullying; (4)
Simplify the reporting process; (5) Integrate cross-system services; (6) Apply the

concept of restorative justice to deal with school bullying.

Keywords : role theory, school bullying, school guidance, school social
workers, team cooperation
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Abstract

Since 2017, the Executive Yuan has adopted the "New Generation Against drugs
Strategy Action Plan" in five major areas: Prevent drugs, Refuse drugs, Drug
investigation, Drug treatment, and law amendment. According to statistics from the
Ministry of Justice, 9,476.5 kilograms of drugs were seized in 2019, a record high in
the past 10 years. Among them, the third-level drugs accounted for 45.7%, and the
fourth-level drugs accounted for 30.3%.The data shows that the strategy is effective
at the anti-drug level, but the other implication is that the demand for the third and
fourth levels of drugs in the Taiwan market is very alarming. According to the
statistics of the Ministry of Health and Welfare in 2019, the use of third-level drug
ketamine is the highest among those under 19 years of age. It can be seen that the
temptation of young people to the third and fourth-level drugs and the evolution of
drug use trends can not be taken lightly.

At this point, Taiwan’s drug population is becoming younger. This article
intends to use the (3+1)i decision model to explore the causes of the proliferation of
emerging drugs.Studies have found that the laws and regulations are insufficient to
intimidate young people. It is recommended that the government revise laws and
regulations such as the Drug Hazard Ordinance and institutionalize the monitoring of

emerging drugs to ensure the smooth implementation of public policies.

Keywords: Adolescent, Emerging drugs, Youthful , (3+1) i
Decision-Making model
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